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-The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included herewith 
(or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. 
THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at 
the initiative of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .313 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . 53 This communication is responsive to the amendment of 8/9/01 and the tele, int. of 8/22/01 . 

2. 53 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1 and 5- 12 ; . 

3. 0 The drawings filed on are acceptable as formal drawings. 

4. □ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 
a) □ All b)D Some* c)D None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage 
application from the Internationa! Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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5. □ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 
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approved by the examiner. 

(c) 53 including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment/Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No. . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings. The 
drawings should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed to the Official Draftsperson. 

8. D Note the attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 
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Examiner's Amendment 

An extension of time under 37 CFR 1.136(a) is required in order to make an examiner's 
amendment which places this application in condition for allowance. During a telephone 
conversation conducted on August 22, 2001, Rudolf O. Siegesmund requested an extension of 
time for 2 MONTH(S) and authorized the Commissioner to charge his credit card the required fee 
of $140 (195-55) for this extension and authorized the following examiner's amendment. Should 
the changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 



In the title : 

changed the title to -HALF CIRCLE SHUTTER WITH SPRING BIASED SLATS-- 



In the specification : 

in the amendment to first paragraph of page 10, submitted August 6, 200 1, 
'line 2, deleted "(not shown)" 



line 8, changed "alternate shutter element" to^J the split baseboard alternative 
embodiment! ^ 



f 
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fine 5, inserted --/Fig. 10 shows a split baseboard alternative embodiment-^" 



changed "base" to -top- 
liff^l 1, changed "base" to — top— 
lin^f^changed "Top" to —top- 
page 7, 

"tiiie^, changed the second occurrence of "Fig." to -Figs. 
fine"l7, changed "Fig." to — Figs.— 
K< anged "top" to -front- 

<Hine L /ch^ged "first edge 32" to —second ridge 37- 



page 8, 

*^line changed "dovetail" to -engages one another- 



4fne 8, changed "37" to -39- 
^irie 15, changed "37" to -39- 



page 9, 



-'fine changed the first occurrence of "16" to -18- 
Jine changed "34" to -38- 
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In the claims: 
claim 9, 

llme^l 6, deleted "each of . J 

claim 11, 

*line2, changed "or" to — and— 

claim 12, 

■Ime^ changed "made from folded" to -comprising angled- and inserted -brackets- 
following "metal" 

Drawings 

The following changes to the drawings have been approved by the examiner and agreed 
upon by applicant: 

Figure 1 : show the top of the baseboard 16 as shown in figure 2 
Figure 3 : change " 1 2" to - 1 6- 

Figure 4: delete reference character 44 and its attendant lead line 
Figure 7: delete the arrowhead at the end of the lead line for reference character 32 
In order to avoid abandonment of the application, applicant must make these above agreed 
upon drawing changes. 
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Reasons for Allowance 



The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art of record, 
absent applicant's own disclosure, fails to teach the entire combination of elements set forth in the 
claimed invention. Specifically, the prior art of record fails to teach a shutter comprising an 
arched base slat support affixed to a baseboard and a stiffener disposed within the base slat 
support between opposing ends of the base slat support. See lines 3 and 1 1 of claim 1 . The prior 
art of record also fails to teach a shutter comprising an arched base slat support and a stiffener 
fixedly engaged to the first baseboard section, the second baseboard section and the base slat 
support wherein the stiffener is disposed between opposing ends of the base slat support. See 
claim 9, lines 5 and 13-15. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Gregory J. Strimbu whose telephone number is (703) 305-3979. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. The 
fax phone number for this Group is (703) 305-3597. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating 
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to the status of this application or proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose 




Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3634 



